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During this period the charity has operated within its stated objectives. The objectives of the
trust include:To assist in the relief of poverty and deprivation of orphans.
Housing
Education
Healthcare
Appropriate Welfare
within the Indian sub-continent
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Introduction
Since the formation of the charity in 2008, the founding trustee Bill Albertoni has visited
the projects and potential projects India. This is done without any expense to the
charity.
Usually, this report is based upon his first-hand experiences for the year, but 2020 has
meant that that the usual visitations have had to be cancelled.
During the pandemic we have kept in contact with our various projects and despite having a
much more difficult financial year have met our obligations.
Several worthwhile projects have approached us during 2020 and we have replied by explaining
the situation but hopefully these will be projects for the future as the situation improves.
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Gift Aid and Pope Paul Mercy Home

We are able to claim a further 25p on each £1 donated and dutifully put in our claim
each year as the system seems to be years behind. We have not received any Gift Aid
for 6 years and for a small charity such as ourselves it is very difficult.
Over the last 3 years the financial shortfall has been made up by the trustees, but this
has placed a great burden on the individuals who simply cannot continue to fund this
from their own pockets. We have therefore regretfully had to suspend a donation to the
Pope Paul Mercy Home.
This home houses between 60 and 90 adults with a variety of disabilities in a modern
environment.
We have been in contact with Sister Stella, the Provincial Head of the Order of
Franciscan Sisters of the Poor who understands our position and we are confident that
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the sister in charge, Sister Lourdes, will continue the high level of care the residents
enjoy.
Once the Gift Aid is paid to the charity we will make sure this worthy home continues to
be supported.
We were first approached to assist in paying for an able-bodied man to help with the
more physical work of lifting the patients, and one of our donors has covered the costs
of the employee who assists with the physical work and general work.
This has continued so we have managed to fulfil some of our obligation to the home.
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New Laws for Indian Charities
The Government of India has decreed that Indian charities will now have to have a bank account
with the State Bank of India rather than one of the other banks that operate in the country.
The Government has stated that this is to stop money laundering and corruption.
Whilst we agree with this in principle, Annas Fund like several other charities has reservations as
it could be used as a tool to favour certain majorities.
We are actively monitoring the situation as Anna’s Fund is a secular charity, although it works
with various religious and philosophical organisations that it deems to be independent of
dogma.
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A Brief Overview of Our Projects
The pandemic has meant we have not been able to function as completely as normal,
but we have used the internet to keep in contact with our projects.
We have not taken on any new projects as it is our principle to visit the project
unannounced to verify the validity of the project.

Kolli Hills Children’s Project

Kolli Hills or Kolli Malai (Tamil: ெகால்
மைல) is a small mountain range located in
central Tamil Nadu in Namakkal district of India. The mountains rise to 1300m and cover
an area of approximately 280 km².
It is an area of outstanding natural beauty and Annas Fund are working with local groups
to provide education and nutrition for the poorest people that exist on subsistence
farming.
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The main problem was that many of the parents have to travel for seasonal agricultural
work and the children are with older family members left to attend a small school. The
particular concern was the malnutrition of the children.
Thanks to a local women's self-help group who have taken on the responsibility of
providing, food and nutritional education these children have now thrived. Anna’s Fund
has assisted the women’s group
The children are born to a tribe considered at the bottom of India's caste system.

Abandoned And Widowed Women's Project

This project grown over the last year from around 200 women and now includes around
650 women who have either been widowed or abandoned.
The women are given work and assisted in earning a living. The group thrives on making
clothes and have won contracts.
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In excess 400 children are benefitting from remaining with their mothers and being
correctly fed and educated.
The benefits are remarkable and this project goes from strength to strength.
Since we have been involved this project has taken on a life of it's own.
The women are from all religions and their integration proves inspiring.
Some have very sad tales, including one woman who was attacked with acid by her
husband and is now extremely disfigured. This group gives her a sanctuary with her
daughter and she is completely accepted and joins in the group.

St Xaviers HIV Clinic Namakkal

9

Annual Report – 2020 - 2021

10

The incidence of HIV in Tamil Nadu is extremely high. These children have contracted
HIV through their mothers, many of whom live in extreme poverty.
Annas Fund has supported a clinic for young girls who are HIV positive for some years,
providing medicines, support and assisted with schooling.
We have had a very high percentage of examination success. These include IT, Pharmacy
etc.
In 2018 all 4 children taking the appropriate examinations passed well with 100% pass
rate.
Additionally we support an outreach program which benefits around 150 adults and
children a month in the surrounding areas.
This scheme is classed by the World Health Organisation as vital.
We are fortunate to have highly trained medical staff and the children are assured of
the highest quality of care and all medication necessary.
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Ram Krishna Mission

The mission, which has numerous centres in India and other countries, is a Hindu
religious organisation working to alleviate suffering, poverty and illiteracy.
The mission helps underprivileged children and has a special bond with Anna's Fund
through it's Swamiji’s, particularly in Mysore and Mangalore. We assist with their
educational projects.
Anna’s Fund is not a political or religious organisation in any form, but is grateful for the
patronage and support of such an important Indian organisation. The mission's work is
available to all regardless of race or creed.
We have recently agreed to top up a scholarship for a young disabled boy from an
extremely poor background who is benefitting from board and education.
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Statement of Financial Activities for the period
1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021
Income
Voluntary Income

£

8014.86

Gift Aid

£

0. 00

Investment Income

£

0. 00

TOTAL INCOME

£

8014.86

Payments for Generating Income

£

0. 00

Charitable Activities

£

0. 00

Support Costs

£

0. 00

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

£

8,000. 00

Net Income

£

5,391. 28

Balance Carried Forward from 31st March 2015

£

18,314. 89

Current Balance at 31st March 2016 (see note 3)

£

11,626. 17

Current Assets

£

8,014.86

Net Assets

£

8,014.86

General Funds

£

8,014.86

Specific Funds* (see Note 1)

£

0. 00

TOTAL FUNDS for ANNA'S FUND

£

8,014.86

Expenditure
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*Notes
These funds are held at the Cooperative Bank as of 31 March 2021. .

Approved by the Trustees on 10 April 2016
Signed on Behalf of the Trustees

Bill Albertoni
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