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1. INTRODUCTION
Anna’s Fund is a UK Registered Charity (1123790), registered on 19 th April 2008. It’s work is
to relieve poverty and suffering in India, primarily in Tamil Nadu.
Initially we supported an orphanage in Ooty, but our work has expanded.
ANNUAL VISIT
Since its inception a founding trustee, William (Bill) Albertoni has visited India at his own
expense and reported back to the trustees and donors. This report is largely made up of
his findings from a visit between January and March 2019.
This visit has several purposes:


To ensure that donations made by the charity and correctly used,



To report on the work of the charity, and



To visit potential projects.

It is policy that the visits are not pre-arranged so an accurate assessment can be made
without the chance of any fabrication.
DIFFICULTIES IN REPORTING
Very sadly the areas of India in which we work have seen a dramatic increase in the wrong
sort of people attempting to visit vulnerable children.
This has lead the government of the state in Tamil-Nadu to impose extreme conditions on
visitors from other countries inspecting or indeed visiting schools and orphanages.
Although we have managed to make inspections they are not as detailed as we would like,
but we are satisfied that our projects are proceeding correctly.
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2.

TAMIL NADU

Tamil Nadu literally 'The Land of Tamils' or 'Tamil
Country') is one of the 29 states of India. Its capital
and largest city is Chennai (formerly known as
Madras). Tamil Nadu lies in the southernmost part of
the Indian Peninsula and is bordered by the union
territory of Puducherry and the South Indian states of
Kerala, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh. It is bounded
by the Eastern Ghats on the north, by the Nilgiri, the
Anamalai Hills, and Kerala on the west, by the Bay of
Bengal in the east, by the Gulf of Mannar and the Palk
Strait on the southeast, and by the Indian Ocean on
the south. The state shares a maritime border with the
nation of Sri Lanka.
Tamil Nadu is the eleventh-largest state in India by area and the sixth-most populous. The
state was ranked sixth among states in India according to the Human Development Index
in 2011, and is the second largest state economy in India with ₹13,842 billion
(US$210 billion) in gross domestic product after Maharashtra. Tamil Nadu was ranked as
one of the top seven developed states in India based on a "Multidimensional Development
Index" in a 2013 report published by the Reserve Bank of India. Its official language is
Tamil, which is one of the longest-surviving classical languages in the world.
Tamil Nadu is home to many natural resources. In addition, its people have developed and
continue classical arts, classical music, and classical literature. Historic buildings and
religious sites include Hindu temples of Tamil architecture, hill stations, beach resorts,
multi-religious pilgrimage sites, and eight UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
As per the religious census of 2011, Tamil Nadu had 87.6% Hindus, 6.1% Christians, 5.9%
Muslims, 0.1% Jains and 0.3% following other religions or no religion.
Tamil (தமிழழ) is the official language of Tamil Nadu. English is also in common usage as
an official language of India. When India adopted national standards, Tamil was the first
language to be recognised as a classical language of India. As of 2001 census, Tamil is
spoken as the first language by 88.43 percent of the population followed by Telugu by 8.65
percent, Kannada by 2.68 percent, Urdu by 1.51 per cent, Malayalam by 0.89 percent and
Marathi by 0.1 percent.
Tamil Nadu is one of the most literate states in India. Tamil Nadu has performed
reasonably well in terms of literacy growth during the decade 2001–2011.
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The tourism industry of Tamil Nadu is the
largest in India, with an annual growth rate of 16
per cent. Tourism in Tamil Nadu is promoted by
Tamil Nadu Tourism Development Corporation
(TTDC), a Government of Tamil Nadu
undertaking. According to Ministry of Tourism
statistics, 4.66 million foreign and 327.6 million
domestic tourists visited the state in 2014
making it the most visited state in India both
domestic and foreign tourists. The state boasts some of the grand Hindu temples built in
Dravidian architecture. The Brihadishwara Temple in Thanjavur and Gangaikonda
Cholapuram built by the Cholas, the Airavateswara temple in Darasuram and the Shore
Temple, along with the collection of other monuments in Mahabalipuram (also called
Mamallapuram) have been declared as UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
Chennai formerly known as Madras is the capital Tamil Nadu. Located on the
Coromandel Coast off the Bay of Bengal, it is one of the biggest cultural, economic and
educational centres in South India. According to the 2011 Indian census (adjusted for the
new limits of Chennai city), it is the fourthlargest city and fourth-most populous urban
agglomeration in India.

The city together with the adjoining regions
constitute the Chennai Metropolitan Area, which
is the 36th-largest urban area by population in
the world. Chennai is among the most visited
Indian cities by foreign tourists. It was ranked
43rd most visited city in the world for year 2015. The Quality of Living Survey rated
Chennai as the safest city in India. Chennai attracts 45 percent of health tourists visiting
India, and 30 to 40 percent of domestic health tourists. As such, it is termed "India's
health capital". As a growing metropolitan city in a developing country, Chennai confronts
substantial pollution and other logistical and socio-economic problems.
Chennai has the third-largest expatriate population in India at 35,000 in 2009, 82,790 in
2011 and estimated at over 100,000 by 2016. Tourism guide publisher Lonely Planet named
Chennai as one of the top ten cities in the world to visit in 2015.
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3.KARNATAKA
Karnataka is a state in the south western
region of India. It was formed on 1 November
1956, with the passage of the States
Reorganisation Act. Originally known as the
State of Mysore, it was renamed Karnataka in
1973.[10] The capital and largest city is Bangalore
(Bengaluru). Karnataka is bordered by the
Arabian Sea and the Laccadive Sea to the west,
Goa to the northwest, Maharashtra to the
north, Telangana to the northeast, Andhra
Pradesh to the east, Tamil Nadu to the southeast, and Kerala to the southwest. The state
covers an area of 191,976 square kilometres (74,122 sq mi), or 5.83 percent of the total
geographical area of India. It is the seventh largest Indian state by area. With 61,130,704
inhabitants at the 2011 census, Karnataka is the eighth largest state by population,
comprising 30 districts. Kannada, one of the classical languages of India, is the most
widely spoken and official language of the state.
Since the 1980s, Karnataka has emerged as the pan-Indian leader in the field of IT
(information technology). In 2007, there were nearly 2,000 firms operating in Karnataka.
Many of them, including two of India's biggest software firms, Infosys and Wipro, are also
headquartered in the state. Exports from these firms exceeded ₹50,000 crores ($12.5
billion) in 2006-07, accounting for nearly 38% of all IT exports from India. The Nandi Hills
area in the outskirts of Devanahalli is the site of the upcoming $22 billion, 50 square
kilometre BIAL IT Investment Region, one of the largest infrastructure projects in the
history of Karnataka.[79] All this has earned the state capital, Bangalore, the sobriquet
Silicon Valley of India.
As per the 2011 census, Karnataka had a literacy rate of 75.60%, with 82.85% of males and
68.13% of females in the state being literate. The state is home to some of the premier
educational and research institutions of India such as the Indian Institute of Science, the
Indian Institute of Management, the Indian Institute of Technology Dharwad the National
Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences, the National Institute of Technology
Karnataka and the National Law School of India University.
By virtue of its varied geography and long history, Karnataka hosts numerous spots of
interest for tourists. There is an array of ancient sculptured temples, modern cities, scenic
hill ranges, unexplored forests and endless beaches. Karnataka has been ranked as the
fourth most popular destination for tourism among the states of India. Karnataka has the
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second highest number of nationally protected monuments in India, second only to Uttar
Pradesh,[145] in addition to 752 monuments protected by the State Directorate of
Archaeology and Museums. Another 25,000 monuments are yet to receive protection.
Bangalore, officially known as Bengaluru is
the capital of the Indian state of Karnataka. It
has a population of about 8.42 million and a
metropolitan population of about 8.52 million,
making it the third most populous city and fifth
most populous urban agglomeration in India. It
is located in southern India on the Deccan
Plateau. Its elevation is over 900 m (3,000 ft)
above sea level, the highest of India's major cities.
RAM KRISHNA MISSION
The mission, which has numerous centres in India and other countries, is a Hindu
religious organisation working to alleviate suffering, poverty and illiteracy.
Following the teachings of Swami Vivekananda (12 January 1863 – 4 July 1902) he was a
chief disciple of the 19th-century Indian mystic Ramakrishna. He was a key figure in the
introduction of the Indian philosophies of Vedanta and Yoga to the Western world and is
credited with raising interfaith awareness, bringing Hinduism to the status of a major
world religion during the late 19th century.[5] He was a major force in the revival of
Hinduism in India, and contributed to the concept of nationalism in colonial India.
Anna’s Fund is not a political or religious
organisation in any form, but is grateful for the
patronage and support of such an important Indian
organisation.
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4.NAZARETH NEELA –
BLUE MOUNTAINS
The Woman’s Project supporting widows and
abandoned women is good news and goes from
humble beginnings to much strength.
The project employs 4 women to co-ordinate
monthly meetings in the 9 villages of the Nilgiris
and is supporting and helping around 200
women and around 350 children.
The concept is to empower the women by self-reliance and employment and generate
income though tailoring and needlework.
The woman’s project has 3 main aims:
1.

Strengthening personalities and emotional stability,

2. Fostering self-respect within society, providing a good self-image and accepted and
respected,
3. Economic self-reliance.
The side effect of this is that the children
are able to remain with their mothers rather
than placed in orphanages and keeping the
family unit together.
This also means that the children receiving
education.
The woman are from all faiths – Hindu.
Muslim, Christian and tribal faiths.
To date 30 women have completed their training and received their certificates so they
can pass on their skills to the 9 outreach locations.
The project have managed to secure contracts to provide track suits, children’s clothes,
school uniforms, bags and other items.
The project was looking to purchase a knitting machine to produce shawls, sweaters and
the like to increase their revenue. Luckily we have helped them with this and it has been
most successful.
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The building has been nearly completely renovated, provided with new electric sewing
machines and workbenches.
The centre is run by Sister Stella who has done a remarkable job in a short time (the
project is only about 15 months old), especially in the face of closure and other pressures
from the Tamil Nadu government.
Anna’s Fund is also encouraged to see that the Sister has managed to obtain donations
from Indian donors.
Since our original help for this project we are pleased that it has gone from strength to
strength and they have managed to win contracts and increase the number of women who
attend.
Our support is now extremely small as they have moved towards financial independence.
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5. KETTI – ST MICHAEL’S
CHILDREN’S HOME
We are sad to report that this home, which has
been supported by Anna’s Fund for 7 years) is
having problems because of the worsening
political situation in Tamil Nadu. We reported on
this in previous years and the matter is far from
resolved, but we are aiming to help as best we
can.
Sister Lally, who runs the home, explained that new government instruction of 1 adult per
10 children has meant some children have had to be removed.
With a heavy heart it was decided that the children from one parent families would be
returned to their families. This meant returning
the children to widows and mothers without a
husband, all of whom work.
The government’s flawed reasoning is that if
they work they can afford to pay for the
children, which is of course complete nonsense
as most of these women are working on highly
menial work at the lowest pay possible. If they
could afford to keep the children they would
not be in the orphanage’s care initially.
The orphanage had no extra money to employ 2 extra staff so the numbers had to be
reduced.
As we stated in previous year’s report there are difficulties of culture and attitude resulting
in one individual closing a night shelter for children in New Dehli saying “I am not a
human being – I am an official of the government.”
Although our inspection was brief (it was the holiday period Pongal), we were impressed
by the cleanliness even though the buildings are in a rather sorry state.
Sister Lally has been replaced as headmistress of the government school by Sister Lydia.
The orphanage has acquired a cat which has brought much joy and friendship to the
children.
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A discussion occurred with Sister Lally and it was explained that we must have
photographs of the children for our own verification purposes in order to continue
funding.
It was explained that monies for all
charities are tight with the falling value of
Sterling after the Brexit vote and we wish
keep assisting the home.

to

The Sister informed Bill Albertoni that the
government is insisting on unnecessary
work for such place, and indeed they are
demanding that the existing and
completely adequate wall be completely
replaced. This is a completely unnecessary expense.
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6. MERCY HOME
Mercy Home is located Nanjunad in the Nilgrii Hills and is a home
for blind, physically and mentally handicapped adults. Originally
we were contacted to help give support to the only nurse, an elderly
nun, who was finding the physical nature of helping the patients
too difficult. We employed a local man (our first employee) to help with the physical
problems of the residents and have given other support.
We are pleased with the great care of the patients
and their happiness and general well-being.
These are extremely vulnerable individuals.
Currently the building houses 73 patients, 52 women
and 21 men with a mixture of disabilities.
The original employee has left and been replaced by
Arun who was observe to be patient, friendly with good inter-personal skills. Additionally
his wife assist with the female patients.
His salary remains unchanged at 8,000 rupees per month even though his wife assists. His
salary converts to British money as around £86, which is considered a good salary.
There is a new Mother Superior, Mercy Angela and Bill Albertoni has able to discuss the
home with both sister Angela and Sister D’Souza.
Although their home is not directly affected by
the political and governmental problems they
reiterated that the situation for poor farmers was
desperate. The poor monsoon, little crops being
produced and bank calling in loans has tragically
resulted in suicides.
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7. NAMAKKAL HIV
CLINIC
Namakkal is the only clinic in the Tamil area
for HIV positive girls. A Spanish charity had
provided a building framework and Annas
Fund has fitted out the unit.
Sister Prema has as expected done an excellent
job in running this home and the standard of
cleanliness is to be applauded.
The monies donated by Anna’s Fund have been put to excellent use:
1.

A Tailoring Unit has been set up with sewing machines and other items installed.
The unit is fortunate to have an experienced seamstress who volunteers her
services as a tutor. Currently 3 girls who failed their academic exams are being
trained as seamstresses.
2. A new solar panel was installed in
November 2016.
3. A computer room has been set up and
computers installed.

An outreach project has been set up for the
surrounding area, although this is at an early stage.
The project is called CLHIV (Children Living with
HIV) and designed to support and empower children living with HIV and ensure their
education.
The children are well fed and correctly medicated
and the Sisters sleep next to their dormitories.
There are 5 Sisters, two of which are nurses and
one of which is a teacher and a housekeeper.
The level of care and positivity has been
maintained and we have managed to secure the
rice ration from the local government which has
relieved the financial burden considerably.
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8. RAM KRISHNA MISSION PROJECT TO
HELP CHILD SWEEPERS AND SANITARY
WORKERS, MYSORE
We have discussed our donations\partnership with Ram Krishna Mission who hope to
help the child sweepers and sanitary workers access to education, and we are completely
behind this worthwhile initiative.
The falling pound means we will not be able to give as much financially as we hoped but
we are hopeful this will not deter the genesis of this project, however we have managed to
encourage local benefactors and so our fiscal support is not now necessary.

9. BOYS HOSTEL,
MANGALORE
Swamiji Jitakamanda is completely committed to giving the
chance of education to under privileged and the hostel
currently houses 58 boys.
We continue to support this initiative which provides excellent living conditions and
tuition.

10. KOLLI HILLS CHILDREN’S PROJECT
We continue to support this project and we are seeing excellent results as the education of
the children continues.
We have installed water purification equipment so the children are not suffering with
water bourn parasites.
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11. FINANCIAL REPORT 2016 – 2017
Income (£)
Voluntary Income
Gift Aid*
Investment Income

8,870.00
1,988.21
0

TOTAL

10,858.21

Expenditure (£)
Payments for Generating Income
Charitable activities
Support Costs
Projects

0
0
0
9,451.84

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

9,451.84

Summary
Balance Carried Forward
Net balance as of 1 April 2018

3,234.12

Current Assets1
Net assets
General Funds
Specific Funds2

1,000.00

TOTAL FUNDS FOR ANNAS FUND3

1.

These funds are held in the co-operative Bank as at 31st March 2019

2. These funds are specifically allocated for the Pope Paul Mercy Home (see main
report). The funds are donated in sterling and subject to exchange rate variations.
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3. This is as cumulative total.

This report and financial statement is approved by the trustees.

Signed on behalf of the trustees by Bill Albertoni

28th April 2018
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